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SUBCHAPTER T—HOSTAGE RELIEF

PART 191—HOSTAGE RELIEF
ASSISTANCE

Subpart A—General
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AUTHORITY: Hostage Relief Act of 1980
(Pub. L. 96–449 and sec. 4 of Act of 1949 (22
U.S.C. 2658)).

SOURCE: 46 FR 17543, Mar. 19, 1981, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 191.1 Declaration of hostile action.
(a) The Secretary of State from time

to time shall declare when and where
individuals in the civil or uniformed
services of the United States, or a cit-
izen or resident alien of the United
States rendering personal services to
the United States abroad similar to the
service of a civil officer or employee of
the United States, have been placed in
captive status because of hostile action
abroad directed against the United
States and occurring or continuing be-
tween November 4, 1979, and such date
as may be declared by the President

under section 101(2)(A) of the Hostage
Relief Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96–449, here-
after ‘‘the Act’’) or January 1, 1983,
whichever is later. Each such declara-
tion shall be published in the FEDERAL

REGISTER.
(b) The Secretary of State upon his

or her own initiative, or upon applica-
tion under § 191.2 shall determine which
individuals in captive status as so de-
clared shall be considered hostages eli-
gible for benefits under the Act. The
Secretary shall also determine who is
eligible under the Act for benefits as a
member of a family or household of a
hostage. The determination of the Sec-
retary shall be final, but any interested
person may request reconsideration on
the basis of information not considered
at the time of original determination.
The criteria for determination are set
forth in sections 101 and 205 of the Act,
and in these regulations.

§ 191.2 Application for determination
of eligibility.

(a) Any person who believes that
they or other persons known to them
are either hostages as defined in the
Act, or members of the family or
household of hostages as defined in
§ 191.3(a)(1), or a child eligible for bene-
fits under subpart D, may apply for
benefits under this subchapter for
themselves, or on behalf of others enti-
tled thereto.

(b) The application shall be in writ-
ing, should contain all identifying and
other pertinent data available to the
person applying about the person or
persons claimed to be eligible, and
should be addressed to the Assistant
Secretary of State for Administration,
Department of State, Washington, DC
20520. Applications may be filed at any
time after publication of a declaration
under § 191.1(a) in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, and during the period of its va-
lidity, or within 60 days after release
from captivity. Later filing may be
considered when in the opinion of the
Secretary of State there is good cause
for the late filing.
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